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Motivation (1). Forced Displacement Today
UNCHR Report 2022 (end of 2021)

I More than 100 million (89.3m) forcibly displaced due to
con
ict (UNHCR 2021)

I 43% Externally Displaced (Refugees), 57% Internally Displaced
(IDPs)

I Global problem.[Sudan, Myanmar, Yemen, Syria, DRC, Sahel]

I Worsening Trend UNCHR lists 16 Emergencies
I Forcibly displaced more than doubled in the last decade
I Share of the global poor living in fragile and con
ict-a�ected

regions is projected to reach 46% by 2030(World Bank)
I Africa. Sahel, Ethiopia, North Mozambique
I Asia. Myanmar, Afghanistan, Yemen, Syria
I Latin America. Venezuela, Central America
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Forced Displacement Today, Major Crises
Ukraine Crisis and Refugees in the Mediterranean

1. Ukraine
I about 8 million refugees have 
ed since 24 February
I About 5 million IDPs

2. Refugees of the Mediterranean. Europe's Boat People
I 131; 582 arrivals just in 2022; more than half in Italy (UNCHR

6-11-2022)
I about 2� 2:5 million since 2014
I Greece, Italy, Spain, Cyprus, and Malta
I 165,000 refugees in Italy in end of 2021 (UNCHR)
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Forced Displacement
Ongoing Crises. 100m forcibly displaced individuals (UNCHR)
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Motivation. Con
ict and Forced Displacement
2022 Ukrainian Refugee Crisis
An additional 8 million refugees from Ukraine, plus 6 million IDPs (Jan. 31)
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Motivation. Greek History
Population Exchange De�ning Episode of Modern Greek State

I Formally examine and quantify the impact of refugees

I economics; local and economy-wide

I politics

I culture
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Economics Research
Recent (Historical) Works

I Jewish History [Botticini and Eckstein (2012)]

I Poland, after WWII [Becker, Grosfeld, Grosjean, Voigtlander,
Zuravskaya, (2020)]

I Germany, after WWII [Peters (2022), Braun and Mahmood
(2014), Ciccone and Nimczik (2022)]

I Finland after Russian invasion in 1939 [ Sarvim•aki et al.
(2020)]

I Mozambique, during the civil war [Chiovelli, Michalopoulos,
Papaioannou and Sequira (2022)]

I Reviews Becker and Ferrara (2019), Verme and Schuettler
(2021), Becker (2022)
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This Project (broader agenda)
Ambition

I Research. Big interest nowadays, ongoing multiple crises

I Economic impact, local and economy wide

I Political aftermath; short and long-Run.

I Cultural impact [research on cultural economics]

I From Case Studies to Big Data (ML) :

I Reexamine Greek History with Data and Credible
Identi�cation

I move beyond ideology

I Complement case studies, narratives with sound empirical work

I Songs as Cultural Heritage
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This Paper. Look at One Historical Episode
De�ning Episode of Greece, Our Country

Experience of Displacement and its imprint on

1. the economic behavior of the displaced over time

2. the cultural fabric of a�ected population, i.e.,its song
production and consumption

3. the emergingidentity and (individual and collective)memory

4. refugees' (and descendants) political leanings over time
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The Exodus
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Historical Context: Refugees Arrival in Greece
Politics

I The Liberal Party favored and promoted the territorial
expansion of Greece; while in power signi�cant territorial gains
during the Balkan Wars (1912-1913).

I The Popular Party takes power in 1920, opposing the war in
Asia Minor. But soon it reversed policy...

I In the aftermath of theNational Disaster, the burning of
Smyrna, and the arrival of refugees the King was ousted,
monarchy was abolished and the Second Hellenic Republic
was proclaimed (1924-1935).

I Refugees are granted political rights upon arrival.
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Where to Host 1.5m Displaced?
The Refugees' Issue

I Relocating and supporting refugees was a huge challenge for
the newly-established Greek democracy

1. Urban Settlements.

2. Rural Settlements. land allocation

I Urban Refugees.Types of Housing in Cities
I Permanent Housing Structures
I Renting
I Favelas & other ways of self housing.

I Rural Refugees. Land Grants in Villages and the periphery of
Small Towns

I Abandoned by departing Muslims
I nationalize large properties and some monasteries' land
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Data Sources. Part (a) District, Neighborhood, Settlement
4-year Research Programme

1. 1928 Census.
I Refugees and natives across about 12,000 communities

[settlements, villages, towns, cities]
I link settlements over 100 years [thousands of administrative

changes; mergers, splits, new settlements]

2. Refugee Neighborhoods in Cities
I League of Nations Archives in Geneva
I Greek General State Archives
I Secondary Sources (Books, Journals, Refugees' Descendants)

3. General Population Censuses.
I Early. 1907, 1913, 1920, 1928, 1941, 1951, 1961
I Micro-Samples starting in 1971 (10%), 1981 (10%), 1991

(25%), 2001 (25%), and 2011 (25%).
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Data Sources. Part (b) Individual Records
4-year Research Programme

1. Rural Refugee Catalogue

I 249; 127 family names; 2,000 settlements with land grants
[full digitization]

I Places of Origin and where the family received a land grant

2. Urban Refugee Catalogue

I 370; 000 family names [about half completed digitization]

I Places of origin
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Data Sources. Part (c) Individual Level (selected)
4-year Research Programme

1. Electoral Record Athens 1924
I 90; 000 entries
I Names of voters (male) and native/refugee status
I Professions, occupations

2. Compensations (NBG) to be done
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Data Sources. Part (d) Various
4-year Research Programme

1. Postal O�ces 1929

2. Railroad network 1928 .

3. Malaria Prevalence

4.

5.
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Data Sources. Part (e) Electoral Outcomes
Voting Station Level. Historical and Contemporary

I Historical (1932, 1958, 1977)
I 1932: First post-refugees arrival with voting station level data.

I 1958: The elections in which the legal arm of the Greek Communist
Party (alongside non-communist Left) became major opposition.
Political instability culminates with the Greek Junta of 1967-1974.

I 1977: Competitive, free, and impartial elections after the restoration
of democracy and the legalisation of the Greek Communist Party.

I Contemporaneous Electoral Data
I All post 2007 (2007, 2009, 2012a, 2012b, 2015a, 2015b, 2019)
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A New Reality
Greece in 1928
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Places of Origin in Anatolia and Destination
Example. Agios Konstantionos
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